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Weekly Newsletter – 5 December 2013
From the Headmaster’s Desk
–

CHANGES TO START AND END TIMES –
NEWLANDS ROAD CAMPUS – 2014
Please note that there is a change to the
times which school will start and end on the
Newlands Road campus in 2014. School will
now be starting 10 minutes later and the bell
will ring at 07.40.
Reasoning for this is that we would allow
slightly more time for the music ensembles
and groups in the morning.
Equally, school will close at 14.15 from
Mondays to Thursdays and 13.45 on Fridays,
and this is to allow for a 45 minute lunch
break, in which the boys will have time to sit
and eat their lunch, before meeting music or
other cultural commitments.

MICHAEL HOSTY

SCHOOL COMMUNICATOR
Please note, as of the end of 2013 we will no
longer be using the School Communicator.
We will be introducing a more versatile and
user-friendly communication system, early in
2014.
Please use the school website for any
information you may require.
WPPS Marketing Department

Page 6

Grade 4 Geelbeck Camp

Grade 5 High Africa
Camp

Season’s Greetings
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Grade 6 Beaverlac Camp

Grade 7 Leavers’ Camp

Dress:
All boys are required to wear full winter uniform including blazers
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Prize Giving

Thought for the
Week
“Everybody likes a
compliment."
American President
Abraham Lincoln (18091865)

The Headmaster and staff at WPPS would like to thank you for your valued
contribution throughout 2013.
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A Tribute to Johnny Rathfelder

Order your book now. Contact Caron Perrott
marketing@wpps.org.za

Johnny Rathfelder taught at Western Province Preparatory
School from 1971 to 1994. Although he had had no formal
training, he was a gifted teacher and his pupils enjoyed his
lessons. His wonderful sense of humour was evident in his
teaching. How many boys learnt how not to farm through the illadvised antics of Johnny’s farming characters, Tannie Koba and
Oom Koos, who used to milk his cows with a spanner!
He was the enthusiastic Head of Lasbrey for many years and his
house meetings and reports were always encouraging.
He organised and coached swimming for the 24 years he was at
the school but rugby was his passion. He coached the U10A for
an unbroken 16 years. Some of his players only came up to his
knees, and Johnny was often seen to pick boys up by the scruff of
the neck and seat of the pants to move them to their correct
place in the scrum.
They say all teachers are actors at heart and Johnny was no
exception. He was involved in many staff plays the highlight of
which was his performance as Policewoman Gladys in The Pirates
of Penzance when he minced down the hall to the stage,
stopping on the top step to the stage to ensure his seams were
straight!
Johnny was a much loved colleague. He had a marvellous and
ever present sense of humour and his witty comments and
creative nicknames were enjoyed by all; there was never a dull
moment when Johnny was around. Under the lighter side
however, there was a genuine love of his pupils; he read them
well and was the first to encourage the struggler or praise the
achiever.

Congratulations to our Marketing Assistant
Kudzai Chimuti was married last weekend to Ed
Ndhlala.

Johnny was everyone’s friend, respected and admired. He was a
quietly generous man, who helped more people than we will
ever know. He was loyal and honourable, and it was a privilege to
work with him. Truly a man who gave a great deal to the school
community and beyond.
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Eden Road Notes
SPORT & EXTRAMURALS

Sign-up forms will be handed out on the first day of school –
15 January.

These need to be handed back the next day, in order for
Mandy to compile the lists.

Sport and extramurals start on Monday, 20 January.
We wish you all a merry Christmas and a restful holiday.

WPPS Second-Hand Shop
Shop is open on Fridays from 13.30 – 14.30
The shop will also be open on Tuesday 14 January from 10.00 –
12.00 and on Wednesday 15 January from 13.30 – 14.30
All money raised from your donation of second-hand uniform
items goes towards the WPPS Bursary Fund.
Contact Yumna Sonday 0833913280.

Chaplain’s Corner

I will offer you a sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the name of
the Lord.
Psalm 116:17
THANK YOU
To the members of the Prayer Group for the lovely gifts which
were given to all the staff.
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