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Weekly Newsletter – 14 June 2013
From the Headmaster’s Desk
–

THANK YOU
 Rugby parents who supported the boys
against Sweet Valley last Saturday.
 And those who came to watch the
hockey and rugby matches on
Wednesday and Thursday.
 All the dads who accompanied their
lads on the hike on Sunday.
 To all the fathers who attend the
various Father’s Day assemblies and
services.
 Everyone who came to see our
musicians perform at the Evening of
Music.
 And all who attended the Breakfast
Club on Wednesday morning.

The deadline for Tuck Shop
Order Forms has passed.
Please note that NO LATE
ORDERS WILL BE
ACCEPTED.

POSITIVE PARENTING: FOSTERING
OPTIMISM


You can raise a child to be optimistic.
Research has demonstrated that
optimism is one of the strongest
predictors of adult happiness.

Sometimes we think of optimism as a
superficial quality, when in fact it is
anything but. Optimism is tough, much
more so than pessimism and its weak
cousin cynicism, because it has to be in
order to survive. If it weren’t, it would
wither after just a few setbacks.

Pessimism is like tar, the more you
touch it the more it sticks to you. Try
not to coat your children with
pessimism and cynicism. We adults
have to be very, very careful, because
they’re watching us all the time, and
they pick up all our signs and vibes!

A researcher by the name of Seligman
has shown that optimism can be
learned, at any age – the younger the
better.

If your child develops a mental attitude
that no matter what happens, he can
Dress:
find a way to a good outcome, that
attitude becomes a self-fulfilling
All boys are required to wear full winter uniform including blazers
prophecy.

If one of the great gifts a parent can
give a child is the habit of optimism,
how can we hope to do that if we don’t
practise the habit ourselves?
Fun at the Ottawa Spur

Tuck Shop
Order Forms

MICHAEL HOSTY

More next week…

WPPS Facebook

Family News

Please remember to visit our Facebook page, it is
full with wonderful news items, click on the link
below to view.

Our condolences to Sharlene Whitty (Pupil
Support) whose father passed away last week and
to Lena Daintree (Boarding House) and Leon
Heavyside (Student Teacher) whose
father/father-in-law passed away.

www.facebook.com/pages/Western-ProvincePreparatory-School-Alumni/277292728963383

Please keep them and their families in your
thoughts and prayers.
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Eden Road Notes

Chaplain’s Corner

Please use the weekly calendar on our website for up to date
information.
Judo
Grade N parents are welcome to watch their boys in action on
Tuesday 18 June. Times as follows: Grade NA 12.00, Grade NC
12.30

“Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers,
this should not be.”
James 3:10

Updating Contact Details
Please contact Mandy at the office if your contact details have
changed. It is important that we keep our records up to date.

Parents’ Prayer Group

Reminders:
Mon 17 Public Holiday (Youth Day)
Tues 18 Grade N Judo – parents invited
Wed 19 Grade 2 Library morning 07.20-08.00
Thurs 20 Sport and extramurals end
Fri 21
School closes

Send prayer requests or get reminders to:
Grades 3 to 7: Julien Rumbelow jrumbelow@hsrc.ac.za
Grades R to 2: Kath Malan jkmalan@webafrica.org.za

Fundraising
Second-hand Rose
We would be very appreciative if you could drop off your
old/previously loved clothing, accessories and household goods
at either Mandy's office (Eden Road) or outside Neville's office
(Newlands Road), for the Second-hand Rose sale on Friday 30
August.

Newlands Rd: Thursdays 07.30 – 08.00 in the Chapel
Eden Rd: Wednesdays 08.00 – 08.30 in Eden Rd Staff Room

Invitation to Wednesday Chapel Services – Grade 5 Parents
We invite Grade 5 parents to attend the Chapel service on
Wednesday 19 June will be in the Stansbury Hall at 07.40. Please
come and join us.

“No one is useless in this world who lightens the burdens of
another.”
Charles Dickens

Pamper Party
Moms, please diarise the evening of Thursday 22 August for the
Pamper Party. More details to follow early next term.

WPPS Second-hand Shop
DONATION REQUESTS: Blazers and Rugby jerseys
Opening times for end of term and beginning of Term 3:
Friday 21 June
11.00 – 12.00
Wednesday 17 July
13.30 – 14.30
Friday 19 July
13.00 – 14.00
We are looking for volunteers for the Second-hand Shop to start
in the third term, particularly someone who is interested in
taking over the running of the shop next year. Please contact
Erica Jankovich 082 812 7214 or pop into the shop on
a Friday afternoon if you are interested in helping out.

Smudge the cat who has adopted Eden Road. He lives next
door and spends the whole day visiting each class room but
usually ends up curled in Mandy’s ‘inter office mail' tray.

All money raised from your donation of second-hand uniform
items goes towards the WPPS Bursary Fund.

MySchool
In honour of Youth Day 2013, MySchool will donate R1 extra to
WPPS when you swipe your MySchool card at any participating
partner store from 14-17 June 2013.

Thought for the Week
“Turn your face to the sun and the shadows fall behind you.”
Maori proverb
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Old Boy News
Congratulations to old boy Ryan Mac William (1990-1997) who
recently graduated from Harvard, as a Baker Scholar with an
MBA.
Only the top 5% of the class graduate as Baker scholars!
Ryan was also awarded the Henry Ford Scholar Award for Top
Student in 2012 and the Wolfe Award for Top Overall Scholar for
the MBA Class of 2013. What an achievement!

Weekly Sports Wrap
Rugby
What seemed like a miserable day due to poor weather, turned
out to be an eventful and successful day for WPPS. Even though
the ball was wet and the fields were muddy, the teams all played
an attractive brand of rugby. In such conditions a team’s wings
almost never see the ball, but at WPPS our wings were kept very
busy. This is due to our coaches great coaching styles and
sticking to a brand of rugby well known to WPPS.
The results were very good with WPPS only losing two games on
the day, and winning all the rest.
The results from the midweek games against Bishops, the U10A,
U11A and U11B won their games.
We also wish the 1st XV all the best for their rugby tour to the
Eastern Cape to play against some tough opposition namely
Grey PE, Kingswood, and St Andrew’s.
Squash
1st team vs SACS won 14 - 0
Hockey
Last week saw all teams out against Sweet Valley, a school that
has benefited greatly from the use of the Bergvliet High School
astro. The senior teams played very well.
The U12A team took a while to get started, though they played
some excellent hockey in the second half of their game, winning
comfortably.
Although the 1st XI scored first, they allowed Sweet Valley to
come back into the game, and unfortunately went down by a
single goal in a game that we should have won.
The junior teams made a good account of themselves, with
some great performances throughout. It is very exciting to see
the level of hockey being played by our U11 boys, with structure
and purpose.
The U9's had a break from their weekly Bishops tournament,
with four sides out against Sweet Valley and two against Fish
Hoek. Well done to all the Grade 3 boys on a full set of wins on
the day.
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About 60 or 70 eager dads and lads gathered at the Cecilia Forest
parking lot at 08.00 on Sunday June 9, for another all grade Table
Mountain Hike. The all grade hike is a traditionally well attended
event but the weather plays the biggest role in determining how
many dads are willing to get out of bed on a mid-winter morning
and so the jury was out on how many would be up for it this year.
Fortunately our Cape Town winters roll out their fair share of
perfect days and June 9 was one of those. The sky was as blue as
it gets, the remaining autumn leaves on the lower slopes added
plenty of beautiful colour and the wind was merely there to cool
us down on the way up. There was fortunately no sign of the
ominous clouds of the day before and the abundant rainfall of
the previous weekend was actually a boon for the walk with all
the streams in full flow and the waterfalls looking Tolkienesque.
Our leaders for the morning were Mark Straughan and Mark
Derman (causing just a tiny bit of confusion when trying to
establish which Mark was leading up front and which was
bringing up the rear) but they did an excellent job in setting out a
perfect route for the occasion. We slogged up the stairs of
Spilhaus Ravine for about 30 minutes before the boys were let
loose on a treasure hunt for Scratch Patch gem stones (I pity the
poor geologists who scratch their heads at the foreign objects
that they will find in years to come).
The next stop was the waterfall just after we traversed to Cecelia
Ravine, and despite very clear instructions from our leaders,
there were a few eager dads and lads that went the wrong way.
The error was resolved quickly and the group regrouped at the
waterfall for a well-earned snack and some pure mountain water
where the Dads and Lads flag was unfurled with great ceremony.
After some refueling, the younger lads headed back down to the
parking lot whilst the majority of the group turned upwards and
ascended Cecelia Buttress which required some huffing and
puffing, mostly from the dads.
The prize at the top of the buttress was a picnic on the edge of
De Villiers Reservoir at the top of the concrete road. The dads
caught their breath whilst the boys expended more energy
chasing frogs. Oh, to be young again.
There were some impressive performances from the boys, none
more so than a few Grade Rs that made it all the way up the
mountain unassisted. Future mountain climbers? Perhaps…
All the boys were well rewarded for their efforts with merit
stickers.
It was another very successful hike, and thanks to Mark and Mark
for their guiding as well as to Ian Hallé who thankfully continues
to stay involved with Dads and Lads. Special thanks must go to
all the dads who made the effort to get out of bed on a chilly
morning to spend some real quality time with their boys. That is
truly what Dads and Lads is all about.
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Christ Church Holiday Club
If your child is free in the first week of the holidays, we would
love them to join us at Christ Church’s Holiday Club for a morning
packed with all sorts: dramas, war cries, challenges, crafts,
movies, sports, themed days, group times, food and more,
exploring why we have the potential to be supernatural heroes in
our everyday lives.
Sign up at: www.cck.org.za/holidayclub or
contact bushy@cck.org.za or on 074 418 5865

Father’s Day Gift Ideas
Father’s Day, Sunday 16 June, is just around the corner! Treat
dad and, at the same time, help him to look the part as a WPPS
supporter on the side of the sport fields!
Pop along to the School Shop at Bishop's College. The following
WPPS Supporters items are available:
Scarves – R45
Jackets – from R359 (S/M/L/XL/XXL)
Caps – R69
Umbrellas – R155
Golf shirts – R180
Slip slops – R79 (sizes 9 to 12)
Aprons – R95
Wine glasses (4s) – R125
Beer glasses (2s) – R89
Coffee mugs – R45
Key rings – R 15
Lanyards – R 29
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Ben Derman Grade 3

Jack Doyle Grade 3

Matthew Malan Grade 3

Andrew Lawson Grade 3

Liam Peterson Grade 3

Mark Kabango Grade 3
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