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Mission Statement
We are committed to

Promoting academic, cultural and sporting excellence relevant to our
changing world, and ensuring a balanced involvement in all three.

Teaching the Christian faith in an atmosphere of respect for others.

Having and valuing exceptional teachers.

Creating a secure environment where individuals are challenged to develop their 
uniqueness, and are valued for their contribution.

Cultivating inquiry and independent thought.

Fostering the values of love, compassion and selfless service.

Building self-worth.

Providing opportunities to lead with confidence and serve with humility.

Encouraging courtesy and good manners.

Learning from success and failure.

Celebrating life and learning.



history&tradition
hiStory and tradition
WPPS is founded on the principles of the Christian Faith. 
With small classes, and a dedication to high academic stan-
dards and rich diversity in cultural and sporting activities, 
we nurture the whole boy so that he will grow into the whole 
man.

We have a long and distinguished past on which to reflect, 
and doing so affords us the opportunity to celebrate our 
wealth of achievements.   We are extremely proud of the 
accomplishments of our boys, both present and past.

We hope that you will visit us to experience the energy, en-
thusiasm and sense of purpose that are abundantly evident 
in our school.

hEritaGE
We first opened our doors at Thornton House, Kenilworth, 
on 3 February 1914.   The school moved to its present 
home, Mount Royal, in September 1918. Here it nestles in 
a beautiful setting, with the Table Mountain range providing 
a spectacular backdrop.

A great many leaders in the academic, commercial, cultural 
and sporting worlds have passed through our hallways.

Through our committed teaching staff, high academic stan-
dards and exceptional range of cultural and sporting ac-
tivities, we promote in all our boys the qualities of integrity, 
self-discipline, confidence, and a willingness to serve.

a CUrriCULUM For LiFE
The school offers a holistic, broad-based education. Our 
staff implements the very best of new trends and practic-
es in education. Our boys thrive in the small family atmo-
sphere provided by the school, with a programme of com-
prehensive tuition and activities being offered. The Eden 
Road Campus accommodates boys from Nursery to Grade 
2. Every boy receives individual attention to promote self-
confidence and development.

After Grade 2, the boys attend at the Newlands Road Cam-
pus, with its excellent facilities. These include a spacious 
Art Room, a state-of-the-art Technology Centre, Science 
and Geography Labs, a comprehensive library, an Internet 
Room, a Music Centre and a heated swimming pool.  Our IT 
department provides skills-orientated learning to comple-
ment existing learning programmes. Boys learn to prepare 
and to give audio-visual presentations and lectures.  These 
are given in our fully-equipped audio-visual room.

From Grade 6, boys are split into three smaller classes with 
specialist subject teaching. This prepares them to take their 
places confidently in the senior schools of their choice. The 
school also prepares boys for overseas Common Entrance 
examinations. 





spirituality
statement

SpiritUaLity StatEMEnt
We are a Christian school in the Anglican tradition. The school 
holds that Jesus Christ is both Lord and Saviour, and that sal-
vation is available to every human being only by God’s grace 
through repentance and faith in Christ. 

oUr ChriStian FoUndation
WPPS was founded as a Christian preparatory school in 1914 
in the Anglican Parish of St John’s, Wynberg, and remains af-
filiated to that Parish. Its founding purpose is to provide an 
excellent all-round education rooted in the Christian faith. 
The spiritual and pastoral needs of the school are monitored 
by the Board of Governors, which includes the Rector of St 
John’s Parish, and are met by, among others, the school’s 
Chaplain.

The Head is a practising Christian in good standing with his/
her church, and endeavours to maintain a high proportion of 
practising Christians on the staff. 

oUtworkinG
We aim to be a family community which nurtures, encourag-
es and builds up its members, expressing the Christian faith 
through worship, prayer and teaching. School assemblies in-
clude Bible readings and prayers. There is worship, prayer, 
teaching and preaching of the Gospel at the weekly Chapel 
Service, attended by staff and boys from Grades 3 to 7. We 
hold Family Services, and a weekly service takes place on 
the junior primary campus. The annual Carol Service involves 
all staff and boys from Grades 3 to 7, and classes in those 
grades have a weekly Bible education lesson in which they 
are taught the Christian faith. Scripture Union groups give 
boys opportunities to develop a prayer life, study the Bible, 
express their faith corporately and reach out to others. 

ChriStian CondUCt
We encourage boys and staff to display a Christ-like charac-
ter in all contexts, and Christian values are part of everyday 
school life.  All in authority are role models with a vocation to 
care pastorally for the boys. 

oUtrEaCh
We seek to show Christian love in action by: 
•   being aware of others’ needs; 
•   giving generously; 
•   reaching out to and interacting with disadvantaged 
      individuals and communities; 
•   making it possible through the bursary scheme and other        
       means for individuals from disadvantaged communities to                                                                                                                                               
      become part of the school family. 

toLEranCE
We accept pupils and staff of all faiths, and pupils with no 
religious affiliation, and we emphasise the importance of 
respect for all systems of belief. Pupils and staff of other 
faiths may observe certain holy days and feasts of their re-
ligious traditions by special arrangement with the school. 

While Chapel Services are compulsory for all boys, no boy is 
required to profess anything which is contrary to his belief. 





Family
thE wppS CoMMUnity
Our boys thrive in a family atmosphere in which praise and a 
positive attitude prevail. In this stimulating and secure envi-
ronment, they experience the fun and excitement of learning 
while enjoying the best possible chance of developing their 
talents to the full. Respect for the individual and a real under-
standing of other cultures create a sense of community and 
fellowship.

Interaction between the staff, boys and parents is central to 
the WPPS community, and we greatly value the input of all as-
sociated with the school. Past parents, old boys and past staff 
are encouraged, and often specifically invited, to visit us and 
attend our wide range of functions throughout the year. Our 
parents are actively involved in the school and the…

wEStErn provinCE aSSoCiation
The Western Province Association is a forum of parents and 
staff representing various portfolios within the school com-
munity. This group meets each term to discuss developments 
in each portfolio, with the objective of ensuring clear and 
open communication amongst the different areas of interest, 
and synergy in the execution of projects.

oLd BoyS aSSoCiation
The role of this association is to bring together and mobil-
ise the alumni community, which includes the old boys, past 
parents and past staff, through the regular updating of our 
database, the distribution of newsletters and the hosting of 
functions.

oUtrEaCh
The WPPS Outreach initiative involves boys in a variety of 
charity, welfare and developmental projects during their time 
at WPPS, and instils an ethos of giving within the wider school 
community.

BoardinG
Barlow House was named after Peter Barlow, who founded it 
in 1975. Allan and Leza Wells with their three young sons, cur-
rently run the Boarding House, and they bring to it a sense of 
warmth and security. It is very much a home from home, where 
boys from Grades 4, 5, 6 and 7 are made to feel that they belong 
and that they are valued members of the “family”. We house 16 

boys in a Senior and a Junior dormitory, and an inviting lounge 
provides an area where the boys can relax and play table ten-
nis and board games, use the pool table, or watch television.  
 
We also have a kitchenette of which the boys take full ad-
vantage. Days at Barlow House are structured and its resi-
dents enjoy the stability provided by a routine which ensures 
that their individual and corporate needs are met. The House 
Master, who, with his family, has a deep concern for the boys 
and their welfare, meets regularly with the boarders to dis-
cuss topics of the day. These times are enthusiastically antici-
pated by all, and they are an important part of what makes 
the boys feel looked after and loved.





academics
prE-priMary (GradES n and r)
These classes, each with a teacher and an assistant, have 
their own well-equipped playground. In order to prepare the 
children for formal learning in Grade 1, we use creative ac-
tivities, music and educational games to develop their pre-
reading, pre-writing and mathematical skills. The boys also 
have the opportunity to explore the rudiments of Xhosa.

FoUndation phaSE (GradES 1 to 3)
The curriculum incorporates some exciting aspects of the Out-
comes Based Education system, but does not compromise on 
its commitment to solid, effective teaching of the basics in 
Literacy and Numeracy. Our staff includes specialist teachers 
for art, computers, physical education, Xhosa and singing and 
music appreciation. 
 
We focus on dynamic teaching within a caring and stimulating 
environment, encouraging each boy to develop the desire to 
learn and to grow in independence and confidence.

intErMEdiatE / SEnior 
phaSE (GradES 4 to 7)
High academic standards are maintained by a dedicated body 
of teachers, combining the strength of a traditional broad-based 
curriculum with the best of modern innovation. Apart from a 
homeroom for each class, there are specialist facilities to maxi-
mise the learning experience. These include a fully-equipped 
science laboratory, a design room and technology workshop, 
a well-equipped library and research room, history, geography 
and maths rooms, an art centre, a recital room and music tu-
ition rooms, and an up-to-date IT laboratory. Data projectors 
and interactive whiteboards are used in several teaching areas 
around the school. Our small class sizes facilitate attention to 
the needs of each boy. There are two classes per grade, with an 
average of 24 boys in each.
 
Grades 6 and 7 boys are divided into three smaller classes 
to increase the personal attention each boy receives. Whilst  
junior grades are taught mostly by class teachers, with spe-
cialised tuition in art, design and technology, IT, music, physi-
cal education and Xhosa, in Grades 6 and 7 all lessons are 
taught by subject specialists. Various camps are planned for 
these grades and mix a great deal of fun with valuable learning 
experiences.

pUpiL SUpport
We offer the services of a multi-disciplinary support team. 
Consultant occupational and speech therapists have rooms 
on the Eden Road campus and our pupil support depart-
ment offers remedial assistance to boys who are experi-
encing academic difficulties. If necessary, a boy may be re-
ferred to a psychologist for a psychometric assessment. A 
list of recommended tutors is available should boys need 
individual tuition. Enrichment programmes stretch those 
who need challenges beyond the classroom curriculum. 

Our counselling department and the school Chaplain provide 
pastoral care to boys and families, and teachers refer boys 
encountering emotional or social problems. 





arts & Culture
arts and Culture
Our school is so much more than just a place of learning. Our 
rich culture encourages our boys to explore their many creative 
talents within a nurturing environment.

Cultural activities include art, dance, drama and music. Art is 
part of the curriculum, and voluntary art clubs and junior pottery 
are offered on some afternoons. Dance is an extra-mural activity 
for the senior boys. All the boys are encouraged to take part in 
drama performances, including house and school plays. The 
boys can choose to learn from a variety of musical instruments 
and ensembles, and we have three choirs. Our Lectern Club and 
public speaking for senior boys teach confidence in presentation 
skills. The General Knowledge team competes in interschool 
quizzes. A professional chess player coaches our boys, and our 
chess teams compete well in their league games. 

Boys in Grades 4-7 select a society each term from a wide 
selection, which is scheduled at the end of the school day on a 
Friday. A cultural tour is organised every second year to share our 
cultural talents, and to network with other schools.

art
A spacious room overlooking Table Mountain is the venue 
for practical Art and Visual Literacy. Throughout the week, all 
grades fill this creative space with enthusiasm and curiosity. 
Boys are encouraged to work in as many different media as 
possible. Their art includes examples of painting, print making 
and collage, as well as three-dimensional works produced 
in clay, paper mache or recycled materials. The boys are 
guided through Visual Literacy themes to look at famous 
works of art and develop an aesthetic sense of different 
eras in Art history, as well as diverse cultural practices.  
 
Art is an important part of the cultural fabric of the school, and 
the Art Room has a unique atmosphere. It is a place where 
children are stimulated, challenged and have fun. Lively displays 
of art around the school bring pleasure to all.

danCE
Voluntary dance classes are offered to our senior boys on 
some afternoons, and as a society activity. The boys have the 
opportunity to exercise, relax and express themselves through 
rhythmic movement. They showcase their choreographed dances 
during assembly before Fun Night, at Evening of the Arts and 
during Enrichment Week.

draMa
At WPPS we believe that every boy should experience both 
creative and theatrical drama. Nellie McCaslin, author of 
Creative Drama in the Classroom and Beyond, says: “Of all the 
arts, Drama involves the participant the most fully: intellectually, 
emotionally, physically, verbally and socially. As players, children 
assume the roles of others, and they learn about becoming 
more sensitive to the problems and values of persons different 
from themselves. At the same time, they are learning to work 
cooperatively, for Drama is a communal art; each person is 
necessary to the whole.” 

In the foundation phase, our focus is primarily on creative drama, 
which includes dramatic play, story enactment and imaginative 
journeys. The boys are introduced to theatrical drama during 
the annual nativity play. Grade 4 and 5 boys explore role-play, 
improvisation, character development, conflict resolution and 
choral verse. The senior boys write, direct and perform short 
plays, exploring development of character, plot and setting, and 
creative use of the stage. 

The bi-annual stage productions and the house plays allow 
the senior boys to develop confidence and showcase their 
performance talents. 

MUSiC
Music is an integral part of learning at WPPS and is accommodated 
by the school’s eight generously-sized music teaching rooms. 
Class music forms part of the curriculum, and includes music 
appreciation and the development of pitch and rhythm. We have 
junior, senior and chamber choirs. The boys can aspire to join the 
string orchestra, junior and senior wind bands, African marimba 
band, percussion ensemble and guitar ensemble. Groups 
rehearse before school and during lunch breaks. 

Tuition is offered for violin, cello, flute, clarinet, saxophone, 
trumpet, trombone, euphonium, tuba, recorder, piano, guitar, 
percussion, Africa marimbas and singing. Many boys sit the 
ABRSM or Trinity College external music exams on their practical 
instrument and on music theory each year. The annual Evening 
of the Arts showcases all of our cultural activities in one 
evening.  All the music ensembles perform in a programme that 
includes dance, poetry and public speaking. Our most advanced 
musicians audition once a year to play in the prestigious Soloists’ 
Concert, and our boys also perform regularly at festivals and 
concerts outside of the school.





Sport

Our range of sports facilities is evidence of our belief in the 
importance of exercise, and the teamwork and camaraderie 
that accompany it, in the development of the well-rounded 
young man. As well as three playing fields, the school boasts 
seven cricket nets, a twenty-five metre heated swimming 
pool, a judo hall, a mini-Astro field and the use of local tennis 
and squash courts. 

All boys from Grade 1 upwards are required to take part in at 
least two afternoons of school sport per week, winter (second 
and third terms) and summer (first and fourth terms). Class 
games are timetabled for Grades N to 5. 

IN SUMMER, BOyS MAy CHOOSE BETWEEN: 
•   cricket
•   swimming
•   tennis
•   water polo
•   all boys participate in athletics.  

IN WINTER THE CHOICES ARE: 
•   cross-country
•   hockey
•   rugby
•   squash

The boys participate keenly and spiritedly in interhouse 
competitions in each sport, and our teams also take part in 
numerous tournaments and interschool events throughout 
the year





inspired Learning
inspired Learning
Our boys are inspired to learn in a range of dynamic and stim-
ulating environments, in and around school, on outings and 
on camps. Exploring the world outside the classroom deep-
ens their appreciation for and understanding of the principles 
and facts they learn at their desks, and groups of boys can 
often be found working in our beautiful grounds, exploring the 
natural environment around the school.

Cape Town and its surrounds provide a wonderful variety of 
places and situations for study, and all grades regularly go 
on outings to experience firsthand conditions that relate di-
rectly to the theme on which they are currently working. From 
Grade 4, boys attend camps at venues an hour or so from 
Cape Town. These one or two nights away are very often the 
highlight of the boys’ year, as they explore nature in exciting 
and challenging ways, learn to depend on one another and 
work together, and develop their leadership skills.

Boys at WPPS  are also inspired to work hard towards being 
considered for participation in various sporting and cultural 
tours. 

Mentors
Mentoring is an important aspect of personal and education-
al development, and our system of mentors is designed to 
advantage boys at every level of their schooling. Each Grade 
3 has a “buddy” in Grade 7, with whom he interacts on a 
regular basis, obtaining guidance and advice, and sharing 
any difficulties he might be having. There are also a number 
of activities throughout the year focused on the interaction 
between buddies.

Boys from Grades 3 to 7 are in mentor groups, each of which 
comprises boys from every grade. Regular meetings are ar-
ranged through the house system, and these are run by the 
Grade 7s. The Grade 7s are, in addition, split into separate 
mentor groups of 6 to 8 boys, and each group meets fort-
nightly with a staff member for discussion during their chal-
lenging and important final year at the school.

All of our boys experience support and guidance throughout 
their learning experience, and are encouraged to strive to be 
the best they can be. Whenever possible, we introduce the 
boys to past pupils who might serve as both examples and 
inspiration. 





happy Boys
This school 
If I were to name my favourite place
It would have to be this school.
Every kind and smiling face
Makes this school, not just nice, but cool.

The teachers, the pupils, everyone
Add to the feeling of care.
In fact there is no one
Who doesn’t create a friendly atmosphere.

This school was built on a dream,
It stood for eighty-seven years.
It is the greatest school ever it would seem,
So it deserves eighty-seven cheers.

Jonathon Blaauw (Grade 3, 2001) 
 
 
Old Boy Paul Livingstone (1969-74) recalls his happy days at 
the school during a recent visit… 

“I do remember my years at WPPS fondly and will honestly say 
they were the best years of my life.”
 

…And the 2008 Prefects welcome the new boys with the 
promise of an unforgettable school experience:
 
“WPPS is a school of many traditions. One such tradition that 
will never change is belonging. Every WPPS boy belongs, no 
matter what his qualities. And the beauty about Wetpups is 
the fact that it doesn’t matter if you’re the best rugby player 
or the worst, everyone is still friends and everyone gets along 
very well. Whether it be in the classroom, on the sports field 
or in the music room, every boy at WPPS belongs. I am proud 
to be part of such an amazing school.”    

Jonathon Gibbs                                                                  
2001 – 2008

Coming into a new school is hard, especially when you’re 
coming from a different continent all together. Western 
Province Preparatory School is an exceptional place, and that 
is not just because I attend it. The first day I came to WPPS, I 
was obviously nervous, however, once I had met the amazing 
teachers, who helped, guided and nurtured me with patience 
and kindness, I quickly felt at home. The strive towards 
excellence is evident throughout the school, from the manner 
in which boys dress, to the way in which they are expected to 
conduct themselves inside and outside the school.

Gus Monday
2012 – 2013
 

I have been at Western Province Preparatory School since 
grade N. WPPS has always been a place where I felt safe and 
secure, a home away from home. It is a place where lifelong 
friendships are made and where all the boys are valued as 
individuals. I have found that it does not matter whether you 
are sporty, arty, or academic; WPPS has a niche for you where 
your talents are both encouraged and nurtured. I have had 
the privilege to be involved in plays, music concerts, gen-
eral knowledge quizzes, camps, sailing, social outreach pro-
grammes including muddy rugby matches. The list is never 
ending. Some of my happiest memories were at WPPS. WPPS 
has truly left me well-equipped to embark on the next stage 
of my school career.

Derek Reissenzahn
2005 – 2013 

  

 

We hope that you will visit us to experience the energy, enthu-
siasm and sense of purpose that are so evident in our school.
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